Oregon Coast Education Program

Grade Band: K-12

A Watershed Model in your Hands 
http://www.kyrene.k12.az.us/schools/Paloma/EarthdayProject/Watershed_page.html
Time requirement:  10 to 30 minutes  

Summary of Activity:  Students will create a simple miniature watershed model using crumpled paper and water soluble markers.  It demonstrates the basic features of a watershed, how water flows through the system and the impact people can have on the quality a watershed. 
Concepts to Teach:  Watersheds, cycles, interconnectedness.
Standards Addressed:

4.2L.1- Describe the interactions of organisms and the environment where they live.

4.2E.1- Compare and contrast the changes in the surface of the Earth that are due to slow and rapid processes.  

7.2E.4- Explain how landforms change over time at various rates in terms of constructive and destructive forces.  
H.2L.2- Explain how ecosystems change in response to disturbances and interactions.  Analyze the relationship among biotic and abiotic factors in ecosystems.

H.2E.4- Evaluate the impact of human activities on environmental quality and the sustainability of Earth systems.  Describe how environmental factors influence resource management.  

Instructional Strategy:  Hands on activity
Goal:  Students will explore the underlying concept of a watershed and understand how various natural processes interact with human activity. 

Objectives:
1. Students will be able to define a watershed and how water flows through it.

2. Students will be able to describe one impact of humans have on a watershed.
Required Materials:  1 sheet of paper & 3 colors of water-soluble markers for each student.
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