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Grade Band: 3-5

DRAFT


Shark Sense Trail- Activity Summary

Oregon Coast Aquarium

Time requirement:  60 minutes for activity alone. Preparation and gathering materials to use for the lesson may take 60 minutes or more.

Summary of Activity:  Students will understand more about the sensory capabilities of sharks by “walking the sense trail”.
Concepts to Teach:  Habitats and Species 

Standards Addressed:  4.2L.1; 5.2L.1


Instructional Strategy:  Experiential Learning


Goal(s):  Students will identify shark senses and two unique adaptations that give them heightened sensory abilities.

Specific Objectives:

· Identify shark sensory abilities.

· Identify unique shark sensory adaptations.

· Experience the senses that sharks use to find food and keep themselves safe.

Required Materials:  

· Sense Trail signs (and a way to attach them to signposts, included in the lesson plan)
· Signposts or chairs for each station (total of 9 stations)
· Tape measure or yard stick

· Calculators or scratch paper and writing utensils

· Something that represents a life-sized tuna (use craft materials to make one or even a stuffed animal)

· Radio with bass control (optional)

· Shallow, wide-mouthed dish with a 1:1 solution of ammonia and water

· Two balloons, inflated

Prerequisites: None
Background: See Lesson Plan
Preparation: See Lesson Plan

Lesson Procedure/Activity Description Notes

· This activity is rather reading-heavy, but much of that is not necessary for the lesson of how sharks sense things. It would be possible to omit the reading on the signs for younger audiences and just talk about each sense as they come to the station.

· See the resources section of the wiki for more background information about sharks.
Assessment

· Have the students turn in written responses to the summary questions. 

· Ask students to write an essay or journal entry about their walk along the sense trail- what did they find/do/learn?

· Have students create a Venn diagram comparing their sensory abilities to those of the sharks they just learned about. What unique things can sharks do that humans can’t? And how might the world be different if humans had the same abilities?

Adaptations & Extensions

· This activity is reading heavy, so it may not be appropriate for some younger audiences.
· See the lesson plan for extension suggestions.

· Use this lesson plan in conjunction with the other shark material provided on the wiki.
Standards Addressed:

4.2L.1- Describe the interactions of organisms and the environment where they live.

5.2L.1- Explain the interdependence of plants, animals, and environment, and how adaptation influences survival.
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