Oregon Coast Education Program

Grade Band: 3-5

DRAFT


Ark, Bark, Snark!- Activity Summary

Oregon Coast Aquarium

Time requirement:  45 minutes for activity alone. Preparation and gathering materials to use for the lesson may take 20 minutes.

Summary of Activity:  “Students will learn about parental care and pinniped communication in this mother-pup match-up.”
Concepts to Teach:  Habitats and Species

Standards Addressed:  3.1L.1; 4.2L.1; 5.2L.1


Instructional Strategy:  Experiential Learning, Group Learning


Goal(s):  Students will understand characteristics of sea lion communication and how these animals care for their young.

Specific Objectives:

· Identify parental care methods used by sea lions. 

· Demonstrate different combinations of sounds used by sea lions to communicate with their young.

Required Materials:  

· Ark Bark Snark! cards- laminated (provided in the lesson)
· Open space for students to move around (can be indoors or outdoors).
Prerequisites: None
Background: See Lesson Plan
Preparation: See Lesson Plan

Lesson Procedure/Activity Description Notes
· This is a great introduction into the world of marine mammals, but make sure to point out that not all marine mammals are pinnipeds (just the groups included in this exercise).

· This lesson might be more appropriate for a younger audience, but could work for older audiences that benefit from being able to move around.

Assessment

· Split the class into groups and have them research how different species of pinnipeds communicate- with their young and each other. Groups can present back to the class what they learned.

Adaptations & Extensions
· This activity can be used as an introduction to different material involving both pinnipeds and other marine mammals.

· Use this lesson plan in conjunction with the other pinniped material provided on the wiki.
· Older students can teach this lesson to younger audiences.

Standards Addressed:

3.1L.1- Compare and contrast the characteristics of offspring and parents.
4.2L.1- Describe the interactions of organisms and the environment where they live.

5.2L.1- Explain the interdependence of plants, animals, and environment, and how adaptation influences survival.
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